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SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES
PEIRCE MIDDLE SCHOOL

MR. HOFFMAN
mhoffman@wcasd.net
Room B102
484-266-2562 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY
Our journey begins with a review of the United States’ physical and political geographic features as well as how Americans have adapted to their geography over time.  Moving forward, we will investigate early American history starting with the peopling of the America’s and the development of unique cultures.
UNITS OF STUDY 

FIRST AND SECOND MARKING PERIODS
THIRD AND FOURTH MARKING PERIODS
US Geography Review



European Rivalries over North America

The Early Americas




Revolutionary Era
European Exploration




Formation of a New US Government
CLASSROOM WEBSITE
Weebly: http://hoffmansocialstudiesclass.weebly.com/
Schoology: More information coming soon!
TEXTBOOKS
World Studies United States and Canada 


Pearson American History 
www.pearsonsuccessnet.com



more information coming soon!
username: pmshistory 




 

password: school1 





 

MATERIALS

Pen/pencil
1” 3-ring binder

2 section dividers

-One section should be titled “notes”


-One section should be titled “journal” (unless using a composition book) 

Ruled paper
Colored pencils
**I recommend students use a “composition notebook” for journals.  This can be kept in class as well. ** 

**If you have an issue obtaining any of the above materials, please come see me.  I do have extras**
HOMEWORK POLICY

Homework is always updated on the board in my classroom, therefore it is extremely important that students bring their assignment books to class daily.  I encourage all students to write down their homework immediately upon entering class.  If there is no homework, “NONE” should be written in the assignment book.  That being said, all students should spend at least 15 minutes each night reviewing their class notes. Homework is generally updated on a weekly basis on my website. All homework is due the next day as it is always a valuable part of class.
MAKE-UP POLICY

Students are responsible for obtaining make-up work within two days of an absence unless I approve otherwise. Tests and quizzes will be taken upon a student’s return. It is the responsibility of the student to see me for missed assignments, quizzes, and tests.  There is a “while you were out” bin in the front of the room.  In it you will find class handouts/notes.
Students are responsible for turning in assignments and getting assignments each day they are in school even if absent from class. For example, homework must be turned in by the due date even if the student misses class due to music or sports. It will be half credit if turned in the next day.

TESTING PROCEDURES

Major tests will be announced one week in advance. Quizzes will be announced two days before they are given.  Students should be prepared for learning checks on a daily basis without announcement. 
CLASS PARTICIPATION

Class participation is not only encouraged but expected in both verbal and written form. Students are expected to give their best efforts in each class activity.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

Students are expected to adhere to the behavioral expectations set forth in the Peirce Student Handbook as well as additional norms established in class. 
GRADING PROCEDURES 
Final grades: tests and quizzes 45%, class assignments 35%, homework 20%.  Please check Parent Portal weekly for grades or missed assignments.  I encourage any student that has a concern with a grade to set up an appointment to talk with me either before school, during homeroom, or during lunch.  I am always available to clear up any issue or discuss any concern.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Please remember that communication is a two way street.  If there are any questions or concerns, please make an appointment to see me immediately. Students are responsible for maintaining their organization on a daily basis.  Notebooks should be kept in an orderly fashion so that materials can be accessed with ease.  A guide for notebook organization will be kept on the board in my classroom.  Journals must be brought to class every day and kept in chronological order. Essentially, an organized notebook becomes a great study guide!

"Believe you can and you are halfway there."- Theodore Roosevelt
